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Ways to Increase Opportunities for Success 

During Deliberate Practice Sessions

Constructing a viable 
mathematical argument

•	 Varying the type of problem allows me to adjust the numbers or text of 
the problem so that learners can successfully solve the problem and 
focus more on practicing how to construct the argument; prevents the 
difficulty of the problem from reducing motivation.

•	 Offering learners different ways to present the argument allows them 
to focus more on articulating the argument and not on the modality; 
prevents the presentation of the argument from reducing motivation.

•	 Working collaboratively allows for peer-to-peer scaffolding; the social 
interaction may increase motivation. 

Gathering compelling 
scientific evidence

Using text features to 
make meaning

Comparing two historical 
accounts of the same event
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