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Process for Eliciting and Interpreting Evidence 

 

1 
• Use the success criteria to help determine the type of 

information to collect from students as evidence of their 
learning status 

 

2 
• Determine what to look for in the information in order to 

more readily interpret the information as it is collected in 
the moment  

 

3 
• Determine when during the lesson that eliciting the 

various types of information is most appropriate  

 

4  
• During the lesson, elicit and interpret evidence and 

determine responsive action  

 

5  
• After the lesson, interpret evidence to determine 

feedback and/or next instructional steps 
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criteria 

What evidence will I gather? 

• Gathering Techniques include: 
• Reflection such as, “I used to think… but now I think…” 
• Card sorts 
• Discussion protocol such as, “Now that you mention it…” 
• Response cards 
• Targeted questioning 

How with I gather it? 

• At key points 
• At regular intervals throughout the lesson 
• Not only at the end of the lesson 

When will I gather it? 

• Individual students 
• A subset of the class 
• Whole class 

From whom will I gather it? 

Planning for Eliciting and Interpreting Evidence 
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Responsive Actions 

Get more evidence 
• The evidence you have collected is 

not adequate; the extent to which the 
students have met the success 
criteria is unclear. You need more 
information. 

Provide further instruction 
• The evidence shows that students 

aren’t meeting the success criteria 
well enough that formative feedback 
will be helpful. 

Provide formative feedback 
• The evidence shows that students 

are partially meeting the success 
criteria, so that a hint, clue, or model 
should be enough to help them move 
toward the learning intention. 

Move on 
• The evidence shows that students 

have met the success criteria well 
enough to warrant moving to the 
next piece of instruction. 
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Recommendations for Gathering, Interpreting, and Acting on Evidence 

1.  Create opportunities during the lesson to gather evidence related to each of 
the success criteria.  

2.  Consider from whom you need evidence. You might not need it from all 
students all the time on all parts of the lesson.  

3.  Elicit evidence about correct thinking and correct responses as often as you 
do about incorrect thinking and responses. 

4.  Use questions (at least some of the time!) to learn more about students’ 
mathematical thinking. 

5.  Focus your interpretation efforts on evidence related to how students are 
progressing toward the success criteria, and pay particular attention to 
evidence of meeting or partially meeting the criteria. 

6.  Interpret evidence at a whole-class level as well as an individual student 
level. 

7.  Use interpretation of evidence against the success criteria to determine an 
appropriate responsive action, such as: 
• Gather more evidence !• Provide further instruction 
• Provide formative feedback !• Move on 

8.  Be selective about what information you need to record, and keep it simple. 


