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Resource 5.1
Observation Example: Pulling Strategies Together

Take a look at an observation example that represents a different way to look at what an observer is doing to adapt. It depicts the 

organization and evolution of an observer’s questioning and evidence collection during an observation of a high school science 

lesson (non-NGSS aligned). You will see the observer used several strategies and began to see a root cause or critical focus area for 

growth for the teacher emerging based on the learners. Again, in this lesson, the observer is encountering students working and 

talking in groups, researching, using organizers and notes, and creating a product. The teacher has worked hard to integrate 

technology and small-group work and is moving group to group during the observation. He shared with the observer that he was 

looking forward to the feedback because he noticed many groups struggling.

Lesson Objective: Understand systems of the human body and how they regulate homeostasis.

Student Task: Research your selected system, and create a website with the given criteria.

Students were using their textbooks and self-selected websites through Google searches to complete a packet that they would then 

use to create the website.

Strategy Questions Student Answers Focus Area or Cause

Strategy 13: 
Determine 
relevance and 
context

What will you be doing 
with your research?
Why are you 
researching?
How did you choose your 
system for the project?

Making a website
Present our websites [not correct]
So we can study for a quiz or 
test
[asked all tables, varied answers]:
They chose their own system of 
interest

Progression (When were 
students presented with 
purpose?)

Strategy 12: 
Determine 
prior learning

Which system is involved 
in glucose production?

S told O he was learning interesting 
facts like about glucose
Respiratory system [not correct]

Progression

Strategy 6: 

Plan evidence 
collection 
based on 
framework

What does your website 
need to include?
Who will be seeing it? 
What is the purpose? 
What do your classmates 
need to learn from it?

S showed the rubric
What the function of our  
system is
Not sure, I think the class might be 
presenting them
How the organ systems work
All of the info in the packet
[asked all tables, varied answers 
but these were part of the 
rubric]

Level of Challenge

Assessment 

(Understanding of criteria)
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Strategy Question Student Answer Focus Area or Cause

Strategy 14: 
Determine 
understanding 
of essential 
vocabulary

What is homeostasis? It is kind of broad
I have no clue
[8 of 9 asked did not know]

Progression

(Because no Ss used 
homeostasis in their 
description of the  
task/website)

Strategy 12: 
Determine 
prior learning

Strategy 17: 
Adapt based 
on what 
students are 
not using

When did you learn about 
homeostasis before this?
Do you have somewhere 
you can look for 
resources?
Do you have notes or a 
notebook?

I think we did go over it
I have notes somewhere
[4 of 5 Ss did not look in text  
or notes]

Progression

Supports

(Because the O noticed  
no Ss had notes out and 
no students were taking 
notes while they 
researched. They were just 
filling out a packet.)

The observer was noticing a broader issue with their research skills that may help the teacher see why they were struggling. 

The teacher was thinking they had foundational skills from middle school, but by directly inquiring about research, the 

observer learned where gaps existed.

Strategy Question Student Answer Focus Area or Cause

Strategy 12: 
Determine 
prior learning

What are you using for 
research?

My Chromebook (asked “What 
inside your Chromebook?”)
Any websites we want

Progression

Level of Challenge

Strategy 12:

Determine 
prior learning

How do you know what 
websites to use?
How do you know they 
are reliable?

If it’s an .org (observer: but you 
have Wikipedia up . . .)
S: It was the only one I could find 
(for endocrine system)

Progression

O sees Wikipedia up and 
broad Google search entries

Strategy 12: 
Determine 
prior learning

How did you know what 
to enter?
What are you trying to 
learn about heart 
muscles cell that you 
have entered in the 
search box?

I don’t know
I just type in the system name
I am trying to fill out the  
packet/box

Progression

O sees what they have in 
Google search bar

Supports 

Heard the T feedback (tells 
the students what to enter)

Stop and Think: Based on the evidence collected, what strategies did the observer use beyond asking questions? Think 
about how the observer used evidence or responses to ask new questions.

Consider what the observer might share with the teacher or how the observer might help the teacher see causes of the observed 

outcomes.


