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Consider the list of reflective questions in Table 8.1 to get you started on your collaborative 
search for answers.

Setting a Course for Ongoing Reflection

As you begin to consider how your reflective practices will take shape, you may wonder what types 
of strategies are needed to make ongoing reflection a success. Stephen Brookfield (2017) suggests 
that we view what we do and how we form assumptions about the teaching–learning process that 
takes place in our classrooms through four different lenses:

The students’ eyes:

• What are the students seeing and experiencing?

Our colleagues’ perceptions:

• What are our colleagues seeing and experiencing?

Our own personal experiences:

• What have we experienced in the past that is similar or different?

Relevant theory and research:

• What do related educational theory and research have to say about these experiences?

Because it is a multidimensional process, it cannot be a single event or irregular occurrence. 
Instead, Brookfield (2017) advises regular, disciplined, critical reflection. We invite you to try out 
the four-lens approach to reflection or devise different approaches to support your efforts with your 
collaborative team members and co-teaching partners in order to fully integrate your reflective 
inquiry into your teaching practice. For reflection to be continual, its documentation needs to be 
easily and readily accomplished.

As you and your collaborating teachers make reflection an integral part of your  
practice, keep in mind the importance of creating a reflective framework and using protocols 

 Table 8.1  Key Reflective Questions

What? How?

• What is my role in this collaborative situation?
• What are my strengths and major contributions to 

this partnership?
• What works in our collaborative practice?
• What do we do well?
• What can we improve?

• How do I contribute to the collaborative 
partnership?

• How do I support my colleagues?
• How do my colleagues support me?
• How do we impact our students’ language 

acquisition and academic, social, and affective 
development?

• How do I make a difference?
• How do we, collaboratively, make a difference?


