
153WhEn Do tEaChErs CollaboratE anD Co-tEaCh?

 Table 6.8  Middle-School Co-Teaching Schedule: Core Subjects

Seventh-Grade Co-Teaching Schedule

Monday–Friday

Period 1 Science/ELD Co-Teaching

Period 2 Social Studies/ELD Co-Teaching

Period 3 Interdisciplinary Team Meeting:

English Language Arts (ELA), ELD, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies Teachers

Period 4 ELA/ELD Co-Teaching

Period 5 Lunch

Period 6 Lunch Room/Hallway Duty

Period 7 Stand-Alone ELD for Level 1 Students

Period 8 Preparation and Planning

creating appropriate materials and resources, deciding which co-teaching models to incorporate 
for instruction, and suggesting pertinent learning strategies to use. However, it is as valuable a part 
of overall planning to jointly develop guidelines for classroom time management to ensure 
co-taught lessons run smoothly.

Teaching teams must estimate the time that planned learning activities will take and adhere to 
identified time frames as best as possible. There should be adequate time set aside for instruction, 
group and individual learning, student evaluation, and debriefing. It also is necessary to be flexible 
if certain activities take longer than originally anticipated or vice versa and alter allotted time on 
the spot.

Co-teaching partners must identify specific time management parameters and classroom pro-
cedures to facilitate co-taught lessons. Some potential topics for discussion with fellow co-teachers 
are the following:

• Punctuality regarding starting and ending co-taught sessions
• Respect for each other’s time by following already agreed-on and planned activities and 

procedures
• Routines and rituals for beginning, transitioning in and out of, and ending activities
• Classroom rules and classroom management (i.e., who does what and when)
• Student mobility about the classroom
• Appropriate time and procedures for students to take breaks, retrieve materials, sharpen 

pencils, use the bathroom, etc.
• Strategies for reducing transition time from one activity to another—timers, chimes, music, 

rhymes, etc.
• Ways and means of offering timely feedback to students and managing student discipline


