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Curriculum development to build community. According to pivotal work by Thomas Sergiovanni 
(1994), curriculum development is a potential avenue to building a learning community. Although 
critical and helpful, no mention of English language learners is made in his work. Thus, we 
reviewed and adapted his eight platforms to indicate the key questions that need to be considered 
when curriculum development and community building in linguistically diverse schools are shared 
goals (see Table 4.3).

3. Parallel Teaching

ELD/ELL services may continue to be implemented in the form of a stand-alone, pull-out  
program. At the elementary level, ELD/ELL specialists often gather the children from one or  
more classrooms and take them to a designated ELD room. What happens while ELs are away 
from their regular classrooms? Their teachers are often puzzled by this challenge: what to teach 
and what not to teach while ELs are not in the room. One solution to this dilemma is for ELD/
ELL specialists and general-education teachers to coordinate the objectives of their lessons by 
doing the following:

• Focusing on the same theme (In kindergarten, while learning about farm animals at the 
same time, ELs will match pictures to animal sounds and learn children’s songs and nursery 
rhymes about farm animals.)

• Addressing the same essential questions (In second grade, while exploring why friendship 
is important, ELs will read My First American Friend, by Sarunna Jin.)

 Table 4.3  Curriculum Platforms and Key Questions

Platforms Key Questions to Consider When Servicing ELs

1. The aims of education What is our goal, English acquisition or bilingual/multilingual development?

2. Major achievements of 
students this year

How are students doing? What have they learned? How do we know?

3. The social significance of the 
student’s learning

In what ways do ELs improve their status in the school and community?

4. The image of the learner How are ELs perceived by others?

5. The image of the curriculum How does the ELD/ELL curriculum align to the general-education 
curriculum?

6. The image of the teacher Who delivers instructions to ELs, the ELD/ELL specialist or all teachers?

7. The preferred pedagogy What ELD/ELL methodologies are used?

8. The preferred school climate Do we welcome students and parents from all cultural and linguistic 
backgrounds?

Based on Sergiovanni, T. J. (1994). Building community in schools (p. 79).San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.


