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Source: St. Paul Public Schools, 2014. Used with permission.

Figure 13.2 Student Performance

Graduation rates up across the board

From 2009 to 2012 (most recent data available), the overall SPPS four-year graduation 
rate increased by 7 percentage points (+7), from 59% to 66%, and racial disparities 
have narrowed in this area.
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ACT participation and scores up

 • The percentage of 12th grade SPPS 
students taking the ACT increased 
from 57% in 2010 to 63% in 2013.

 • From 2010-11 to 2012-13, the  
percentage of ACT-takers scoring 21 
or higher increased from 34% to 37%.

MCA Reading scores up

5 percentage points from 2009-10 to 
2011-12.

MCA Math scores up

3 percentage points from 2010-11 to 
2012-13.

Multiple Measurement Ratings (MMR)*

 • Out of the 44 SPPS schools rated 
under the statewide MMR in 
2012 and 2013, 10 (23%) schools 
improved their designations this year

 • Monroe, Harding and Washington 
schools are now MMR “Celebration 
Schools”

 • Of the 10 schools going up a 
designation, Humboldt and Phalen 
Lake jumped up two levels

 • Only two schools went down in their 
MMR designations

* The MMR is based on MCA proficiency and 
growth results, with graduation rates also 
included for high schools.

What the Council found was that SPPS had a significant, disproportionate 
representation of African American students in special education and that 67% 
of students identified as having an emotional behavior disorder (EBD) were 

The number of AVID high school students getting ready for graduation 
and college has risen from 1,042 to 1,384.


