
On a Roll

Most schools have assemblies that recognize students for their academic or athletic 
prowess. Students who get As are fêted with certificates in Honor Roll assemblies. 
Student athletes get to run through butcher block paper painted with the school’s 
mascot, while the cheerleaders and other students applaud enthusiastically.

One high school started to wonder why their school celebrated such a narrow range 
of talents and efforts. There were plenty of students who contributed to the school in 
other positive ways: by helping others above and beyond expectations, by modeling 
effort regardless of outcomes, by commitment to co-curricular activities besides sports. 
Students and teachers worked together to expand their Honor Roll assemblies and pep 
rallies to include an “On a Roll” award and recognition of nonsport co-curricular 
activity. Students who had been “caught being good,” students who had raised fs or 
Ds to Cs and bs, students who had made a positive contribution to their school’s drama 
program or school band, or who had started the Guitar Hero club were celebrated with 
balloons and applause and a chance to run through the school banner.

The entire school community started to see how richly talented the student body 
was. School pride increased. “Jocks” gave “geeks” high fives. In general, school 
morale improved and cliquish behavior diminished—all from seeing “accomplish-
ment” as more than an A in class or a victory on the field.

SENSE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT STATEMENTS % IN AGREEMENT 

I am encouraged to practice good citizenship at school. 77%

Teachers recognize students who are kind and helpful. 73%

I have never been recognized for something positive at school. 25%

I give up when school work is difficult. 18%

Teachers recognize me when I try my best. 60%

Teachers let my parents know what I do well. 51%

I put forth my best effort at school. 77%

Getting good grades is important to me. 91%

As students arrive at school each day, they must be welcomed into an environment 
that acknowledges their effort, celebrates their perseverance, and supports the pos-
itive choices they make as citizens of the school community. When students’ expe-
riences encompass all of this, they will grow personally, socially, emotionally, and 
academically. We must be sure to equip students with the ability to reach their 
fullest potential and make a difference in this world. We have done our jobs as 
educators when all the young people we teach are able to experience a true Sense 
of Accomplishment, not only as students, but as citizens of the world. Here is what 
students have to say about how well we are meeting that charge.
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