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fire and fertility of strong beliefs and a commitment to success for all our 
students, not just some.

I wish to close on an optimistic note and with a call to action. Building 
a strong culture around the growth mindset is the foundation for closing 
the opportunity gap, and individual schools right now can use the rich 
40-year history of research and practitioner invention to transform their 
schools. Right now, whole school districts with stable and committed 
leadership could use the information in this book to guide the profes-
sional development of leaders and secure long-term support through 
education of their school boards. But the frustrating experience of ups and 
downs that so many of us have witnessed, the every-decade issue of Time 
magazine about our “failing schools” (the first in my collection goes back 
to the 60s), and the continued low quality of education for our most needy 
students will continue until we as educators enter the political arena.

Avante!

REFERENCES AND RESOURCES

Brown, P. L. (2016, February 7). #blackmindsmatter. New York Times.
Saphier, J. (1994). Bonfires and magic bullets. Retrieved from http://rbteach.com/

sites/default/files/bonfires_and_magic_bullets_2.pdf


