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seem much different. Where the changes show up is in dialogue with 
students and in the roles teachers and students are playing in the conver-
sations they have in class. Though surface changes may appear small, the 
role shift is large, and the evidence strong that the effect is large in student 
motivation, effort, and understanding (Newmann & Wehlage, 1995).

37. STUDENT-LED PARENT CONFERENCES

A final arena for developing student choice and voice is in student-led par-
ent conferences. Berger, Rugen, and Wooden (2015), Stiggins and Chappius 
(2011), and Jackson (2011) have wonderful sections on how to structure 
these conferences and prepare students to lead them. Such conferences, 
properly structured, are powerful structures for generating student agency 
and responsibility for their learning. Given their full treatment of the how-
tos on this topic, we refer readers to these works.
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