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to learn what they didn’t get the first time around. And it removes stigma 
from not getting it the first time around.

A scholar’s loop may or may not be teacher led. Other students or 
other adults may lead it. Self-directed learning experiences or computer 
simulations may be in the loop. But something happens for students who 
didn’t get it the first time around to ensure they do get it, and at the origi-
nal level of rigor and at the original standard, not a watered-down one.

Ideally, re-teaching loops would be a norm and have a number of these 
components:

1.	 Students would be asked to self-select for the re-teaching loop. To 
do so means they have to self-evaluate: “Do I really get this?”

Scholar’s Loop

• Criterion test in advance.

• Acknowledgment of difficulty or complexity.

• Self-nomination.

• Clear time, place, teacher, or source of information.

• Recognitions for self-nominees.

• Extension activities for others.

• Fluid movement between groups permitted at student option.

• Teacher tenacity and encouragement.

• A normative practice in the room.
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Figure 4.1  Scholar’s Loop

Source: Saphier, Haley-Speca, & Gower (2008). Used with permission.




