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Online Resource 7.1  General Subject Areas Leveled Success Criteria 

Levels of 
Complexity

Description of Levels of 
Complexity Common Questions

Surface Single or multiple ideas/
single or multiple skills 
(unable to relate or link ideas 
or skills)

What is the definition of this concept? 

What do I need to do to master this skill?

Deep Relates or links single or 
multiple ideas or skills 
(unable to apply the ideas or 
skills into applications)

•	 Why is this principle (or are these set of concepts) 
important in this discipline or in my life?

•	 How do these concepts relate to one another?

•	 How do I incorporate skills?

Transfer Applies single or multiple 
ideas or skills into various 
situations

When and where does this principle apply in the real 
world?




