
Retrieved from the companion website for Learning Challenge Lessons, Secondary English Language Arts: 20 Lessons to Guide Students Through the 
Learning Pit by Jill Nottingham, James Nottingham and Mark Bollom, with Joanne Nugent and Lorna Pringle. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin 
.com. Copyright © 2019 by Challenging Learning, Ltd. All rights reserved. Reproduction authorized for educational use by educators, local school sites, 
and/or noncommercial or nonprofit entities that have purchased the book.

ACTIVITY 2: MYSTERY

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-1

‘Aunt Em, badly 
frightened, threw 

open the trap door in 
the floor and climbed 

down the ladder into a 
small, dark hole.’

Chapter 1

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-2

Aunt Em abandons 
Dorothy and leaves 

her to face the 
cyclone alone.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-3

It’s Toto’s fault that 
Dorothy is swept away 

from Kansas. If he 
hadn’t jumped out of 
Dorothy’s arms and 

hid under the bed, she 
would have reached 

the storm cellar.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-4

Toto loyally followed 
Dorothy wherever  

she went.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-5

‘Then the beasts 
bowed down to the 
Lion as their King, 

and he promised to 
come back and rule 

over them as soon as 
Dorothy was safely on 

her way to Kansas.’

Chapter 21

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-6

It is Toto that exposes 
the Wizard as a fraud.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-7

It was Toto’s fault that 
Dorothy didn’t make 
it into the Wizard’s 

balloon basket. He ran 
off and chased a cat.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-8

Glinda encourages 
Dorothy to realise that 
she has the ability to 
solve her problems 

and make her dreams 
come true.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-9

‘A heart is not judged 
by how much you 

love but by how much 
you are loved  

by others.’

L. Frank Baum
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LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-10

‘The people greeted 
Dorothy kindly, and 

invited her to supper 
and to pass the night 

with them, for this was 
the home of one of 

the richest munchkins 
in the land.’

Chapter 3

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-11

‘Toto did not like this 
addition to the party at 
first. He smelled around 
the stuffed man as if he 

suspected there might be 
a nest of rats in the straw, 

and he often growled 
in an unfriendly way at 

the Scarecrow.’

Chapter 3

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-12

‘“If we leave her here 
she will die,” said 

the Lion.’

Chapter 3

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-13

‘They carried the sleeping 
girl to a pretty spot beside 
the river, far enough from 
the poppy field to prevent 
her breathing any more of 
the poison of the flowers, 

and here they laid her 
gently on the soft grass and 
waited for the fresh breeze 

to waken her.’

Chapter 8

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-14

‘“If ever you need us 
again,” she said, ‘Come 
out into the field and 
call and I shall hear 
you and come to 
your assistance.”’

Queen Mouse to Dorothy.

Chapter 9

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-15

‘“But I don’t want 
to live here,” cried 
Dorothy. ‘I want to 

go to Kansas and live 
with Aunt Em and 

Uncle Henry.”’

Chapter 18

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-16

‘“I can’t find Toto 
anywhere,” replied 

Dorothy, who did not 
wish to leave her little 

dog behind.’

Chapter 17

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-17

Dorothy has no 
friends her own age.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-18

Toto is Dorothy’s  
best friend.
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LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-19

‘The Witch gave Dorothy a 
friendly little nod, whirled 

around on her left heel three 
times, and straightaway 

disappeared, much to the 
surprise of little Toto, who 

barked after her loudly enough 
when she had gone, because 

he had been afraid even to 
growl while she stood by.’

Chapter 2

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-20

‘At last she crawled 
over the swaying floor 

to her bed, and lay 
down upon it; and 

Toto followed and lay 
down beside her.’

Chapter 1

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-21

‘“Won’t you go with 
me?” pleaded the girl, 

who had begun to 
look upon the little  
old woman as her  

only friend.’

Dorothy to the Witch of the North.

Chapter 2

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-22

‘“Don’t mind Toto,” 
said Dorothy to her 

new friend. “He  
never bites.”’

Chapter 3 

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-23

‘But now and then there came 
a deep growl from some wild 

animal hidden among the 
trees. These sounds made the 
little girl’s heart beat fast, for 

she did not know what made 
them; but Toto knew, and 

he walked close to Dorothy’s 
side, and did not even  

bark in return.’

Chapter 6

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-24

‘“But Toto!” said the 
girl anxiously. “What 

will protect him?”

“We must protect him 
ourselves if he is in 
danger,” replied the 

Tin Woodman.’

Chapter 6

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-25

‘Little Toto, now that he had 
an enemy to face, ran barking 

toward the Lion, and the 
great beast had opened his 

mouth to bite the dog, when 
Dorothy, fearing Toto would 

be killed, and heedless of 
danger, rushed forward and 
slapped the Lion upon his 
nose as hard as she could.’

Chapter 6

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-26

‘And the Scarecrow 
found a tree full 
of nuts and filled 

Dorothy’s basket with 
them, so that she 

would not be hungry 
for a long time.’

Chapter 7

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-27

‘“I am Dorothy,” 
answered the girl, “and 
these are my friends, 

the Tin Woodman and 
the Cowardly Lion; 
and we are going to 
the Emerald City.”’

Chapter 8
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LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-28

‘It was lucky the 
Scarecrow and the 

Woodman were wide 
awake and heard the 

wolves coming.

“This is my fight,” said the 
Woodman, “so get behind 
me and I will meet them 

as they come.”’

Chapter 12

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-29

Toto is the only one 
who brought joy into 

Dorothy’s life.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-30

The adults in 
Dorothy’s life were all 
grey and solemn. Toto 

saved Dorothy from 
such a bleak existence. 

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-31

The Scarecrow, 
Tin Woodman and 
the Lion provide 

emotional support 
and physical 

assistance to Dorothy.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-32

The Scarecrow, 
Tin Woodman and 
the Lion provide a 
listening ear and  

offer advice.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-33

Dorothy’s friends in 
Oz protect her and 

keep her safe.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-34

‘“My darling child!” she 
cried, folding the little 
girl in her arms and 

covering her face with 
kisses. “Where in the 

world did you  
come from?”’

Chapter 24

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-35

‘“Don’t speak of it, I 
beg of you,” replied 

the Woodman. “I have 
no heart, you know, 

so I am careful to help 
all those who may 

need a friend, even if it 
happens to be  
only a mouse.”’

Chapter 9

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-36

‘“Send me back to Kansas, 
where my Aunt Em and 
Uncle Henry are,” she 

answered earnestly. “I don’t 
like your country, although 

it is so beautiful. And I 
am sure Aunt Em will be 

dreadfully worried over my 
being away so long.”’

Chapter 11
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LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-37

‘She threw her arms around the 
Lion’s neck and kissed him, patting 

his big head tenderly. Then she 
kissed the Tin Woodman who was 
weeping in a way most dangerous 
for his joints. But she hugged the 

soft, stuffed body of the Scarecrow 
in her arms instead of kissing his 
painted face, and found she was 
crying herself at this sorrowful 

parting from her loving comrades.’

Chapter 23

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-38

L. Frank Baum refers 
to the Scarecrow, the 

Tin Woodman and the 
Lion as comrades.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-39

‘If it wasn’t for Dorothy I should 
never have had brains. She 

lifted me from the pole in the 
cornfield and brought me to 

the Emerald City. So my good 
luck is all due to her, and I shall 
never leave her until she starts 

back to Kansas for good and all.’

The Scarecrow about Dorothy.

Chapter 18

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-40

‘It was Toto that made 
Dorothy laugh, and saved 
her from growing as grey 
as her other surroundings 

. . . Toto played all day 
long, and Dorothy played 

with him, and loved  
him dearly.’

Chapter 1

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-41

‘To the world you may 
be one person but to 
one person you are 

the world.’

Dr Seuss

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-42

A friendship isn’t 
about whom you have 
known the longest. It’s 
about who came and 
never left your side.

Unknown

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-43

‘But Dorothy they 
did not harm at 

all. She stood, with 
Toto in her arms, 

watching the sad fate 
of her comrades and 

thinking it would soon 
be her turn.’

Chapter 12

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-44

‘Toto did not really 
care whether he was in 
Kansas or the Land of 
Oz so long as Dorothy 
was with him; but he 

knew the little girl was 
unhappy, and that made 

him unhappy too.’

Chapter 12

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-45

‘For three days 
Dorothy heard 

nothing from Oz. 
These were sad days 

for the little girl, 
although her friends 
were all quite happy 

and contented.’

Chapter 17
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LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-46

‘“I can’t find Toto 
anywhere,” replied 

Dorothy, who did not 
wish to leave her little 
dog behind. Toto had 
run into the crowd to 
bark at a kitten, and 

Dorothy at last  
found him.’

Chapter 17

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-47

The characters in the 
Wizard of Oz followed 
the yellow brick road.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-48

Dorothy was played 
by Judy Garland in the 

1939 film version of 
the story.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-49

The Wonderful Wizard 
of Oz was originally 

published on  
17th May 1900.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-50

‘Love is the only 
force capable of 
transforming an 

enemy into a friend.’

Martin Luther King Jr.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-51

‘My best friend is the 
one that brings out 

the best in me.’

Henry Ford

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-52

‘One loyal friend 
is worth ten 

thousand relatives.’

Euripides

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-53

friend  
noun

noun: friend;  
plural noun: friends

a person with whom one 
has a bond of mutual 

affection, typically one 
exclusive of sexual or 

family relations.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-54

acquaintance  
noun

noun: acquaintance; 
plural noun: 

acquaintances

a person one knows 
slightly, but who is not 

a close friend.
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LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-55

stranger  
noun

noun: stranger;  
plural noun: strangers

a person whom one 
does not know or with 

whom one is  
not familiar.

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-56

‘The better I get to 
know men, the more  

I find myself  
loving dogs.’

Charles de Gaulle

LESSON 6

Was Toto Dorothy’s Only True Friend?
2-57

‘Dogs are a man’s  
best friend.’

Unknown


