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‘Romeo slew Tybalt; 
Romeo must not live!’

Lady Capulet wants 
to avenge the 

death of Tybalt and 
demands that Romeo 

should lose his life.

Act 3 Scene 1

Lady Capulet
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‘O courteous Tybalt, 
honest gentleman, 

That ever I should live 
to see thee dead.’

The nurse grieves 
over the death of 

Tybalt.
Act 3 Scene 2

Nurse
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‘He fights as you 
sing pricksong – 

keeps time, distance, 
and proportion.’

Mercutio discusses 
Tybalt’s expertise in 

a duel.

Act 2 Scene 3

Mercutio
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‘. . . their stol’n marriage day 
was Tybalt’s doomsday, whose 
untimely death banished the 

new-made bridegroom.’

Friar Lawrence informs the 
Prince about Romeo and 

Juliet’s wedding day. It was 
the same day as Tybalt’s 
death which resulted in 
Romeo being banished.

Act 5 Scene 3

Friar Lawrence
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‘From ancient grudge 
break to new mutiny.’

The feud between the 
families has existed 

for a long time. There 
have been more 

recent violent disputes 
between them.

Prologue
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‘Now, by the stock and 
honour of my kin, To 
strike him dead I hold 

it not a sin.’

Tybalt’s reaction to 
seeing Romeo at the 

Capulet party.

Act 1 Scene 5

Tybalt
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‘Capulet, Montague, 
See what a scourge is 
laid upon your hate.’

The Prince tells the 
head of each family 
to look at what their 
hatred has caused.

Act 5 Scene 3

Prince
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‘All are punish’d.’

The Prince states 
that everyone has 

suffered because of 
this feud between the 

two families.

Act 5 Scene 3

Prince
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‘Content thee, gentle coz, let 
him alone. 

A bears him like a 
portly gentleman.’

At the Capulet party, Lord 
Capulet tells Tybalt to calm 

down and leave Romeo 
alone. Lord Capulet speaks 

positively about Romeo.

Act 1 Scene 5

Lord Capulet

ACTIVITY 2: MYSTERY
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‘Doth with their 
death bury their 
parents’ strife.’

The deaths of Romeo 
and Juliet stop the 
fighting between 

the families.

Prologue

LESSON 13

Is Tybalt a Villain or a Victim?
2-11

‘Fire-eyed fury be my 
conduct now. 

Now, Tybalt, take the “villain” 
back again That late thou 

gav’st me.’

Romeo claims that anger 
is going to guide him now 
and calls Tybalt a villain.

Act 3 Scene 1

Romeo
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‘Romeo, the love I 
bear thee can afford 

No better term than 
this: thou art a Villain.’

Tybalt calls Romeo 
a villain.

Act 3 Scene 1

Tybalt
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Tybalt does not know 
that Romeo and Juliet 

are married.
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Tybalt was killed 
by Romeo.
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‘What, drawn and talk of 
peace? I hate the word 

As I hate hell, all Montagues, 
and thee.’

Tybalt is speaking to 
Benvolio and is insulting him 
for trying to stop the fighting 

between the households.

Act 1 Scene 1

Tybalt
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‘My sword, I say. Old 
Montague is come, 

And flourishes his blade 
in spite of me.’

Lord Capulet wants to 
join the fighting as he 
sees Lord Montague 

with his sword.
Act 1 Scene 1

Lord Capulet
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‘If ever you disturb our 
streets again, your lives 
shall pay the forfeit of 

the peace.’

The Prince issues a 
warning to the families. 
If they fight again, they 

will lose their lives.

Act 1 Scene 1

Prince
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‘Be quiet, or . . . for 
shame, I’ll make 

you quiet.’

Lord Capulet threatens 
Tybalt and tells him that 

he must leave Romeo 
alone at the party.

Act 1 Scene 5

Lord Capulet
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‘Patience perforce with 
wilful choler meeting 

Makes my flesh tremble in 
their different greeting.’

Tybalt is shaking with rage 
about Romeo’s presence at 

the Capulet party.

Act 1 Scene 5

Tybalt
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Villain (in a film, novel, 
or play): a character 

whose evil actions or 
motives are important 

to the plot.

Oxford English Dictionary
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Villain: the person or 
thing responsible for 
specified problems, 
harm or damage.

Oxford English Dictionary
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‘A plague o’ both your 
houses.’

Mercutio curses the 
Montagues and the 

Capulets and regrets 
getting involved in 

the feud.
Act 3 Scene 1

Mercutio
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Tybalt was 
Juliet’s cousin.
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Victim: a person 
harmed, injured or 
killed as a result of 

a crime, accident or 
other event or action.

Oxford English Dictionary
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Victim: a person who 
is tricked or duped/a 

person who has come 
to feel helpless and 
passive in the face 

of misfortune  
or ill-treatment.

Oxford English Dictionary
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Romeo and Juliet was 
originally published 

in 1597.
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Elizabethan society 
was patriarchal.
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Antagonist: a 
person who actively 

opposes or is 
hostile to someone 

or something; 
an adversary.

Oxford English Dictionary
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Protagonist: the 
leading character 

or one of the major 
characters in a play, 

film, novel, etc.

Oxford English Dictionary
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Tibert was the name 
of the cat in The 

History of Reynard the 
Fox (1481). 
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‘The fiery Tybalt, with his 
sword prepared, 

Which, as he breathed defiance to 
my ears, 

He swung about his head and cut 
the winds, 

Who nothing hurt withal hiss’d 
him in scorn . . .’

Benvolio explains the fighting in 
Act 1 Scene 1 to the Prince.

Act 1 Scene 1

Benvolio
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‘O calm dishonourable, vile 
submission!

Alla stoccata carries it away. 
(draws his sword)

Tybalt, you ratcatcher, will 
you walk?’

Mercutio is angry with Romeo 
for walking away from Tybalt’s 
challenge. Mercutio challenges 

Tybalt to a duel.

Act 3 Scene 1

Mercutio
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‘But wherefore, villain, didst 
thou kill my cousin?

That villain cousin would have 
killed my husband.’

Juliet speaking to the Nurse 
and reflecting on the events 

of Act 3 Scene 1 when Romeo 
killed Tybalt.

Act 3 Scene 2

Juliet
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‘Tybalt, the kinsman of 
old Capulet,

Hath sent a letter to his 
father’s house.’

Benvolio speaking to 
Mercutio about Tybalt’s 

intentions to  
challenge Romeo.

Act 2 Scene 4

Benvolio
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‘Alas poor Romeo! he is 
already dead; stabbed with a

white wench’s black eye; 
shot through the ear with a 

love-song . . .’

Mercutio talking to 
Benvolio about Romeo 

and  love.

Act 2 Scene 4

Mercutio
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‘Doth she not think me an 
old murderer,

Now I have stain’d the 
childhood of our joy

With blood removed but little 
from her own?’

Romeo asking the Nurse 
about Juliet’s thoughts after 

he killed Tybalt.

Act 3 Scene 3

Romeo


