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Clarity

NOTE TO SELF

Let’s practice. Identify a standard or competency that you will teach. Analyze the 

statement or statements for the required concepts and skills.  
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________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________

Are you noticing a trend? There are often many concepts in a standard and only a 

few skills (and sometimes only one). But the skills are illusive. What does it mean, 

for example, to explain in the context of that history standard? Can you accomplish 

that skill orally, or does it need to be written? What makes for a good explanation? 

These are the questions that plague professors and are worthy of much discussion. 

If the standards are assessed on a summative examination, that can provide some 

clues about the ways in which accrediting bodies and professional organizations 

view the skills. But that is not always the case, and lack of understanding about 

the ways in which skills are taught and assessed can lead to further equity gaps or 

devoting time to what is “neat” to know and not what students “need” to know.




