
Multiplication and Division Problem Situations
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Note: In the upper elementary grades, students begin the long journey of learning to think multiplicatively and proportionally. Part of this 
process involves moving away from counting and repeated addition to represent ideas that are better expressed with multiplication, but the 
primary years are still focused mostly on counting and adding. Some standards leverage that strength to introduce early ideas of multiplication: 
Counting squares in an array is one of them, and skip counting is another. We have included multiplication and division equations for our adult 
readers. K–2 students are not typically expected to represent these operations in equation form.

Retrieved from the companion website for Mathematize It! Going Beyond Key Words to Make Sense of Word Problems, Grades K–2 by Kimberly 
Morrow-Leong, Sara Delano Moore, and Linda M. Gojak. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin.com. Copyright © 2020 by Corwin Press, Inc. All 
rights reserved. Reproduction authorized for educational use by educators, local school sites, and/or noncommercial or nonprofit entities that 
have purchased the book.


