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But, usernames remain searchable, and those who do have access to 
posts and photos can easily take a screenshot and repost images to 
make them accessible to a wider audience. In many cases, some infor-
mation thought to be private is still available to the wider public. 
For instance, Dara was a sixth grader I worked with whose parents 
allowed her to have an Instagram account as long as she kept her 
account “private,” or visible to followers she approved. When I looked 
up Dara’s profile, I saw that her username was her real name, and that 
her “tag line” that was publicly visible included particular identifying 
information that could be used to locate her easily. Her last name was 
unique, and her parents were high-profile, well-known figures who 
didn’t realize Dara had inadvertently provided a great deal of infor-
mation to the wider public audience with her “private” account.

Many young people now use Instagram as their main public profile. 
With over 500 million active monthly users uploading approximately 
95 million photos/videos per day,21 Instagram’s popularity is rooted 
in its remarkable simplicity. Accounts can be personalized quickly 
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