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one of Seth Godin’s (2012) TED Talks he asks, “Are we asking kids to 
collect dots or connect dots? . . . We are really good at measuring how 
many dots they collect, but we teach virtually nothing about how to con-
nect dots.” When I heard this quote, I didn’t just think about students; I 
also thought about us teachers. How often do we get the opportunity to 
make clear connections between our core beliefs and our daily practices? 
If we collect our beliefs and write them in pretty fonts and then plan our 
practices in an online planner but never build the cohesive ties between 
them, our core beliefs may end up never being lived. What follows are 
a few ways you can more consciously connect the dots between your 
teaching beliefs and practices.

First, go back and revisit the core beliefs you created from Chapter 2. 
Look at them with fresh eyes, and reflect on whether or how you may 
want to make any revisions. I tend to revise mine at least once a year and 
sometimes much more frequently. Next, look at your teaching planner 
that lists your daily practices and look for connections. Ask yourself, “Do 
my teaching practices align with my beliefs? Which ones?” Finally, look 
for gaps and discrepancies, and don’t gloss over them. If you have been 
collecting practices like dots but not connecting them, then this is the 
time to make some different choices. Reflect on some possible next steps 
based on what you find. One example follows.

If we collect our 
beliefs and write 
them in pretty 
fonts and then 
plan our practices 
in online planners 
but never build 
the cohesive ties 
between them, 
our core beliefs 
may end up never 
being lived.

Core Beliefs Teaching 
Practices

Connections or Disconnections Reflection and Next Steps

Experiencing 
joyful reading 
leads to more 
engaged 
and lifelong 
readers.

Offer choices 
so students 
self-select 
much of what 
they read.

Clear Connection:

When students get to choose what 
they want to read, they enjoy it so 
much more than being forced to read 
only what others assign. Plus, they are 
much more likely to actually read.

How can students be more 
helpful for one another’s 
reading joy? Add in book talks 
and recommendations. Give 
them some time to talk about 
their books in class.

Students 
benefit from 
building self-
confidence 
through lots of 
practice and 
feedback.

Give weekly 
quizzes on 
the chapters 
students were 
assigned in a 
class novel.

Disconnection:

Because many students did not really 
read the chapters, their grades did 
nothing to create self-confidence 
as readers. It either reinforced that 
SparkNotes work or that all that 
matters with reading is a score at the 
end of the week.

What if I gave students some 
time in school to read what 
they chose? This would give 
them time to actually practice 
and get feedback and help 
from me.
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	 Use the following form to try this yourself.

Core Beliefs Teaching Practices Connections or 
Disconnections

Reflection and
Next Steps
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