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of families on food stamps, the number of kids who go hungry every day, and 
the addresses of local food kitchens. Student attention piqued. then the culinary 
teacher related that he volunteered as a cook at a local soup kitchen. He described 
how rewarding this work was for him and that he saw it as an opportunity to use his 
skills to benefit people who were less fortunate. Finally, he challenged his students 
to work with a local food pantry or soup kitchen to develop a new and tasty dinner 
based on the available food at the pantry.

Students were clearly engaged in the challenge. they had a real test at hand, one, 
related to their interests, and the opportunity to make a difference. this teacher had 
succeeded in making learning fun, exciting, and altruistic by connecting to students’ 
passions—as well as their emotions.

FUN & EXCITEMENT STATEMENTS % IN AGREEMENT 

I enjoy being at school. 54%

teachers enjoy working with students. 64%

teachers make school an exciting place to learn. 42%

School is boring. 44%

I enjoy participating in my classes. 66%

teachers have fun at school. 47%

Learning can be fun. 73%

The phrase “live, learn, laugh,” isn’t practiced enough in schools. Students can 
enjoy life and learning, and at the same time be very serious about their academic 
goals. It sounds paradoxical, but we know it is true that a person can have fun and 
be serious at the same time. Take, for instance, a sport fisherman. When he goes 
fishing, he may have fun, but at the same time be determined to catch fish. We 
know golfers who are serious about improving their game but still have fun doing 
it. Consider an actor enraged on a stage, causing an audience to cringe in fear, all in 
good fun. Fun is more than having a good laugh—it’s about enthusiastically 
meeting challenges with focused passion.

Part of a teacher’s job is to instill fun in learning. Just put yourself in your students’ 
shoes—would you rather participate in fun and engaging activities or lessons that 
don’t capture your interest? School should be a place students look forward to 
going, where they are inspired to learn and where they are actively engaged and 
emotionally involved in their schoolwork. As a result, these students will become 
more self-confident, passionate, prepared—no, willing—to meet the challenges of 
each school day. To foster this condition in schools, students need to be offered 
new opportunities, as well as meaningful challenges, that are connected with their 
unique interests. So, how are we doing?
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