
77HOW DOES THE TEXT WORK?

“What is the situation in colonies such that Patrick Henry is compelled to 
give this speech?”

Questions About Structure

The opening sections of this chapter contain a great deal of informa-
tion about the importance of considering text structures in planning 
close reading lessons. During their elementary school years, students 
should become familiar with the basic story grammar of narrative 
texts (e.g., character, plot, setting, problem, actions, resolution) as well 
as common informational text structures, such as compare and con-
trast, problem and solution, cause and effect, sequence, and descrip-
tion. (See Figure 3.4 for a list of common expository text structures.) 
As texts become more complex, so do their structures. Narrative texts 
involve increasingly complex plots, with numerous characters as well 
as intricate dialogue and narrative elements. (Narrative elements are 
covered more thoroughly in the next section.) Increasingly complex 
informational texts use multiple text structures across paragraphs 
rather than solely focusing on a cause and effect, for example. In 
addition, these informational texts often differ based on the disci-
pline in which they were developed. For example, science texts often 
rely on generalization and classification, whereas historical texts beg 
for corroboration and contextualization.

As texts become 
more complex, so do 

their structures.
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Text Structure Definition 

Compare–contrast A text that describes the similarities and differences among two or more 
things, places, events, ideas, people, or other factors. 

Problem–solution A text that identifies an issue and how the issue is solved. Often the solution 
becomes another problem.

Cause–effect A text that explains how or why something happened, in terms of both the 
root cause and the impact of that cause.

Chronological/sequence/temporal This text presents information as a process or in order of time or sequence. 

Descriptive This text provides details that could be a list or outline.

Figure 3.4  Common Expository Text Structures




