
53WHAT DOES THE TEXT SAY?

that this phase is focused on general understanding and key details. Determine what is 
it that students should know about this text before inviting them to explore the ways 
in which the text works, which will be the focus of our next chapter.

Before you begin, you might like to skim the italicized questions in the teachers’ les-
sons, above. If you’d like to check yourself, the questions that Ms. Thayre developed 
can be found in this book’s Appendix III and at www.corwin.com/textdependentques 
tions. Then, apply this technique to develop questions for a short piece that you will 
use with your own students.

Available for download from www.corwin.com/textdependentquestions

Figure 2.5  “My Shadow” by Robert Louis Stevenson

I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me,

And what can be the use of him is more than I can see.

He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head;

And I see him jump before me, when I jump into my bed.

The funniest thing about him is the way he likes to grow—

Not at all like proper children, which is always very slow;

For he sometimes shoots up taller like an india-rubber ball,

And he sometimes gets so little that there’s none of him at all.

He hasn’t got a notion of how children ought to play,

And can only make a fool of me in every sort of way.

He stays so close beside me, he’s a coward you can see;

I’d think shame to stick to nursie as that shadow sticks to me!

One morning, very early, before the sun was up,

I rose and found the shining dew on every buttercup;

But my lazy little shadow, like an arrant sleepy-head,

Had stayed at home behind me and was fast asleep in bed.




