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Students do not need me to learn. They need structure and a goal, but they 
are capable of powerful learning on their own and in groups with their peers. 
It is important for teachers to value the learning that happens when students 
work on their own or in collaboration with classmates.

I typically design two types of rotations. I will either design a 1-day four- 
station rotation, where students spend approximately 22 minutes in each 
 station, or I will design a 2-day six-station rotation where students spend 
close to 30 minutes in each station. If I am providing feedback on  introduction 
paragraphs and looking specifically at hook strategies and thesis statements, 
I need less time than if I am providing feedback on the structure and content 
of a body paragraph. The time I need at my teacher-led station dictates which 
type of rotation I plan.

When each group of 6–8 students sits down at my teacher-led real-time feed-
back station, the first thing I do is open each of their Google Documents. I 
use Google Classroom, so I go into the assignment and open their documents. 
I always use “Suggesting Mode” when I give students real-time feedback in a 
Google Document so that my notes are visible in a different color.

Students know in advance what aspect of their work I will be providing 
feedback on. They should have already completed this section of their work 
prior to sitting down at my real-time feedback station. For example, if I am 

FIGURE 7.3 Station Ideas

IDEAS FOR OFFLINE STATIONS IDEAS FOR ONLINE STATIONS

zz Read and annotate a chapter in a text
zz Engage in a small group discussion 

about a text, topic, or current event
zz Practice a skill with a partner
zz Draw sketchnotes for a chapter of 

reading
zz Complete a concept map
zz Use a rubric to evaluate their work
zz Write a response to a question or topic
zz Build in a makerspace station
zz Collaborate with group members on a 

project (PBL)
zz Complete a lab, experiment, or STEM 

challenge
zz Work on a Plan Your Attack document 

or learning log as described in 
Chapter 4
zz Create a piece of artwork (e.g., visual 

metaphor, blackout poetry, artistic 
flowchart)

zz Read and annotate an online article
zz Watch and engage with an online 

video lesson
zz Create a Quizlet review
zz Test comprehension with an online 

quiz or review game
zz Conduct informal research or 

crowdsource information
zz Engage in an online discussion
zz Update their digital notebooks, 

complete an end-of-the-week exit 
ticket, or post a reflective blog about 
their learning
zz Practice with an online program or 

adaptive software
zz Work collaboratively using the Google 

Suite or Microsoft Office 365
zz Use online creation tools to 

demonstrate learning
zz Record videos to demonstrate learning 

or think-alouds about progress




