
CHAPTER SEVEN: CLARITY: Using Data for Prevention and Intervention | 263

Figure 7.18 depicts harsh conditions in which many students thrive 
when RR is the early intervention of choice.

for participants to marry theory with practice. Peurach and Glazer (2016,  
p. 1) recently described the Reading Recovery learning community as  
“an evolving, adaptive epistemic community in which teachers, leaders, 
coaches, and developers collaborate to produce, use, and refine the prac-
tical knowledge needed to support and sustain success among large 
numbers of struggling readers.” Slavin (2016, p. 62) puts this idea more 
simply by saying “all members of the community are engaged in a process 
of learning and contributing intellectually to a whole that is bigger than 
themselves . . . it is enhanced by a focus on professionalism, and like  
professionalism, community contributes to both the effectiveness and 
sustainability” (Pru Smith, Reading Recovery trainer, personal communi-
cation, 2018).

Figure 7.18  Reading Recovery Makes a Difference Even in the 
Harshest Conditions
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IMPACT!

Sue Walsh, Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta, reports that since 
2011 a key system strategy to improve the literacy outcomes of all 
students has been the implementation of RR in all 55 primary schools 
to build classroom teachers’ capacity because of the highly impactful 
training in literacy practices that they receive. While the focus of RR 
is to work with the most vulnerable students in Grade 1, leaders have 
ensured that teachers of RR are available to work with other vulnerable 
students throughout the school day, in small groups or with individuals 
as the needs demand. RR teachers are routinely selected as members 
of CMMs when support for presenting classroom teachers is needed 
in exploring and determining next steps to take with vulnerable stu-
dents to improve their reading. In 2011, this system had 11 RR-trained 
teachers and at the end of 2017, they had more than 150 trained RR 

Source: Samantha Scholes, reading recovery teacher leader, Catholic Education, Broome, 
Western Australia, 2018.




