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is deepened through use of digital tools, including social networking 
tools, and supported by strong norms of acceptable behavior for every 
member of the class community. Figure 6.5 shows that Accountable Talk 
(see Chapter 5) is the driver of all CI.

THREE APPROACHES TO  
STUDENT-LED COLLABORATIVE INQUIRY

Each of the following three approaches is a powerful CI structure when 
supported by an archway of Accountable Talk (Figure 6.5). Lifelong 
thinking and group work skills result from each of these approaches 
when students’ voices and choices are heard and valued. The three 
approaches differ in that they follow different guidelines or operating 
principles discussed in what follows; however, they are similar in that 
they each offer strong collaborative opportunities focused on building 
students’ problem-solving skills. The choice of pedagogy belongs to the 
team of teachers in the school based on their skills and the digital or 
other tools available, their dialogue with students, their connectedness 
to community partners, and system support available for their choice or 
choices collaboratively made.

Figure 6.5  Three Collaborative Approaches Used in Thinking 
Classrooms
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