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HOW IMPORTANT IS
EXTREMELY 

IMPORTANT (%)
IMPORTANT 

(%) TOTAL (%)

Accuracy? 95.2 1.6 96.8

Clarity? 74.6 22.2 96.8

Spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar?

58.7 36.5 95.2

Conciseness? 41.3 50.8 92.1

Scientific precision? 36.5 33.3 69.8

Visual appeal? 11.1 68.3 79.4

FIGURE 6.3 •  Percentage of Responding Employers Who Valued  
Key Writing Skills

Source: Writing: A Ticket to Work . . . Or a Ticket Out © 2004. The College Board. Reproduced with 
permission.

completion of this task, the social studies department would really be doing 

standard-setting work.

Finally, the department will enter world-class status when, on top of the work 

above, it begins teaching and expecting students to produce one polished piece 

of writing per month. This was not uncommon in my college history courses, 

but it’s exceedingly uncommon in high school social studies classes.

If you want to know how monthly polished writing can be done in high school 

social studies courses, you’ll need to find a more advanced book because I’m 

not the guy to tell you how to do it—I am still working at the readable writing 

goal. However, despite not having reached the top of the pyramid yet, my 

ninth-grade AP World History students have routinely exceeded the percent-

age of students who write in the top quartile on the free-response section of 

the national exam. How did they do it? Not through outrageous innovation, 

and not through a teacher willing to sacrifice his family life on the altar of 

student success. No—they leveraged noncognitive factors (e.g., they worked 

hard, had great attitudes, and monitored their beliefs) to make much of my 

plodding attempts to work my curriculum up the Pyramid of Writing Priorities, 

one assignment at a time.

To close out this section, I invite you or your team to consider a few prompts 

for reflection.


