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For us, it was about developing learning skills, reflecting on how 
we learn and how we know how we learn, in order to help us to under-
stand how other people learn. I have always done community circles, 
so students kind of understood that aspect, but our initial nine days of 
collaboration really helped to solidify how to engage with other people’s 
thinking. The big learning in using Accountable Talk for our students was 
realizing that other people learn differently; it’s not always that we all learn 
in the same way; and we must be respectful of the learning process of 
others, too. This gave my students collective agency. Students began to 
come up with their own ways of respectful talk.

So, we are now moving to another project—re-imagining another 
part of Toronto. We have looked at Evergreen Brickworks as an example 
of re-imagining spaces in Toronto. We also looked at the Christie Plant 
that has been shut down for a while to re-imagine it according to the 
community needs. Now their problem to solve will be to re-imagine a 
space within their own community. We have a parent coming in who 
is an urban planner and teaches at McMaster University, Hamilton, 
Canada. The students’ jobs, using the Integrative Thinking tools (Ladder 
of Inference, Causal Model, Pro-Pro Chart), are to reimagine a space and 
how it would work.

(Continued)

Figure 6.11 Accountable Talk Discussion Starters

Sample Accountable Talk Phrases That Promote Thinking:

•	 Tell me more about . . .

•	 Is there another way to say that, Audrey?

•	 Can you build on Jackson’s idea?

•	 Is there an example that explains what you are thinking, 
Ryan?

•	 What is your evidence to defend your thinking, Aeson?

•	 Why do you agree with that point of view, Clarke?

•	 I agree with Robbie, and I also think . . .

•	 That’s a great idea, Penelope, and I would add . . .

•	 I disagree with Madeleine’s point (not Madeleine) because . . .




