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empowers students to own their improvement and to know their next 
steps in writing.

Co-constructing a classroom writing continuum is exactly the 
CLARITY needed so that students can see how to become capable 
self-assessors—knowing and owning their next level of improvement. 
Developing a writing continuum has a place in classrooms across 
subject disciplines, K–12, as shown in Figure 5.9 from a Grade 7 class-
room, Ballarat Clarendon College. To optimize comprehension and 
learning, every teacher must make literacy skills explicit in every 
subject area.

Deep literacy learning enables deeper thinking. Figure 5.5 (above) 
illustrates that literacy skills are the point of intersection in all subject 
areas and the commonality among all subjects that can assist students 
in making connections and meaning. This occurs in learning spaces 
that honor students’ voice and choice and where making meaning is 
explicitly taught through Accountable Talk.

Figure 5.8 Students Discover Their Next Steps in Writing

Source: Elaine Krause, teacher, Saskatoon Public School Division, Saskatchewan, Canada.




