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Now Rodrigo adds, “I agree that they go together, but there’s this 
stuff in there about colors and I don’t get it.”

“Say more about that. Can you turn it into a question?” the teacher 
asks.

After pausing, the boy says, “I don’t know who the ‘I’ is. I don’t know 
who’s talking.”

The teacher smiles. “That’s a great question. Did everyone hear that? 
Who is the narrator? That’s going to be really important in the story, 
right?” She looks at all of them and says, “You’ve got a bit of reading 
to do. You’ve got the question that Rodrigo asked: Who is the narra-
tor? Read the next five pages to complete the prologue, and I’ll check 
in with you tomorrow. Once we’ve got that figured out, your book 
club will be off and running.”

Figure 5.7 Teacher moves to foster accountable talk. 

Conversational Move Example

Marking conversation “That’s an important point.”

Keeping the channels open “Did everyone hear what she just 
said?”

Keeping everyone together “Who can repeat . . . ?”

Challenging students “That’s a great question, Rebecca. 
What do others think?”

Revoicing “So you’re saying that. . . .”

Asking students to explain or restate “Who disagrees or agrees, and why?”

Linking contributions “Who can add on to what he said?”

Pressing for accuracy “Where can we find that?”

Building on prior knowledge “How does this connect with . . . ?”

Pressing for reasoning “Why do you think that?”

Expanding reasoning “Take your time. Say more.”

Recapping “What have we discovered?”
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