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Many local and world issues are relevant to students at different 
stages of their learning. Social justice issues engage the critical thinker 
in taking analytical stances. This begins with learning to read between 
and beyond the lines. The skills of critical literacy need to be intention-
ally and explicitly taught across the curriculum, in every subject area, as 
highlighted in Parameter #13 and illustrated in Figure 5.6.

A powerful way of embedding critical literacy, especially for strug-
gling learners, is to use the 3 R structure: retell, relate, and reflect.

Figure 5.6 Literacy Skills Must Be Taught Across the Curriculum
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Source: Guidelines for Literacy, York Region District School Board, Ontario, Canada, 2007.

A VISION OF CRITICAL LITERACY  
FOR THE ADOLESCENT LEARNER
By secondary school, all students must be equipped with the literacy 
skills to be critical and creative thinkers, effective meaning makers 
and communicators, collaborative co-learners, and innovative prob-
lem solvers in order to achieve personal, career, and societal goals. All 
students, individually and with others, develop abilities to




