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Figure 5.5 

Main Idea Organizer

Main Idea

Supporting
Details

WHO: Elementary/Middle/High
WHEN: During a lesson
CONTENT AREA(S):  Cross-curricular

•	 To help students identify the main idea and details in narrative or 
content-area texts, use the simile that a main idea and details are like a 
table top and legs. Draw a table with legs like the one below and have 
students write the main idea on the top of the table and one supporting 
detail on each leg.

WHO: Elementary/Middle/High
WHEN: During or after a lesson
CONTENT AREA(S):  Cross-curricular

•	 Using the following graphic organizer, have students complete a 
5Ws and an H chart to ask and answer who, what, when, where, why, and 
how questions regarding either narrative or informational texts. Students 
should go into the text and look for specific text-dependent answers 
(Tate, 2014a, p. 51).


