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Figure 5.5  Common text features and graphic elements and their 
functions.

Function Text Features

Elements that organize •	 Chapters

•	 Titles

•	 Headings

•	 Subheadings

•	 List of figures

Elements for locating information •	 Table of contents

•	 Indexes

•	 Page numbers

Elements for explanation and 
elaboration

•	 Diagrams

•	 Charts and tables

•	 Graphs

•	 Glossary

Elements that illustrate •	 Photographs

•	 Illustrations

Elements that notify •	 Bolded words

•	 Italics and other changes in font

children; it was written for fellow academics. The second passage is 
from a high school psychology textbook discussing Piaget’s work:

An adult is at once more highly individualized and far more 
highly socialized than a child forming part of such a society. 
He is more individualized, since he can work in private with-
out announcing what he is doing, and without imitating his 
neighbours. . . . The child is neither individualized, since he 
cannot keep a single thought secret, and since everything 
done by one member of the group is repeated through a sort 
of imitative repercussion by almost every other member, nor 
is he socialized, since this imitation is not accompanied by 
what may properly called an interchange of thought, about 
half the remarks made by children being ego-centric in 
character. (Piaget, 1974, p. 61)

Source: Fisher, D., Frey, N., & Lapp, D. (2008). In a reading state of mind: Brain research, teacher 
modeling, and comprehension instruction. Newark, DE: International Reading Association.




