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•	 Climax (the emo-
tional high point or 
peak tension of the 
story; it addresses 
the story’s biggest 
question)

•	 Falling action (the 
events that are a 
result of the climax)

•	 Resolution or denoue-
ment (the final solu-
tions or outcomes 
of the story)

Young readers initially learn the story grammar of characters, setting, 
and problem and solution; then they expand to theme, mood, direct 
and indirect characterization, and so on, throughout elementary and 
middle school.

The more formal language of Freytag’s pyramid of dramatic structure 
(see Figure 5.4) is utilized in high school as a tool for analysis, and 
while the structure is familiar, the challenge comes in locating the 
frame within a wider range of texts.

Young readers initially learn the 
story grammar of characters, 
setting, and problem and 
solution; then they expand to 
theme, mood, and direct and 
indirect characterization.

Figure 5.4 Freytag’s pyramid.
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Source: Adapted from Freytag, G. (1863). Die technik des dramas. S. Hirzel.
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