
 BALANCE WITH BLENDED LEARNING64

offline learning, which is essential to forming meaningful relationships and 
developing critical soft skills. Blended learning should strive to achieve a bal-
ance between online and offline work in the classroom.

I also build “Teacher Check-Ins” into the playlist. When students hit a 
“Teacher Check-In,” they bring their work to my desk so we can review and 
discuss their progress. These teacher check-ins are a powerful way for me to 
connect with individual learners, track their progress, and make sure they 
have everything they need to be successful. During these conversations, we 
can discuss strategies and additional practice that will help them to continue 
to improve and make progress. I use these moments to provide additional 
instruction, support, and feedback. I also add tasks to a student’s playlist if 
they need more practice or review in a particular area.

Video plays a key role in these playlists because I record an introduction to 
the playlist, instructional videos, and videos that model a process. Incorporat-
ing videos into a playlist means I can use my teacher check-in time to build on 
video instruction or clarify areas of confusion without having to repeat the same 
instruction multiple times. Essentially, the video allows me to replicate myself so 
that students get the explanation and instruction they need when they need it.

ADDRESSING CONCERNS ABOUT USING  
VIDEO IN SCHOOL

I’ve met plenty of educators who question the value of video. They raise 
concerns about the time it takes to produce videos, they point out that it is 
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FIGURE 5.3 Planning a Playlist With Video




