
Content: 
The “What” Language Frames

Questions to 
Guide Content Review

Content Strengths

Provide specific 
feedback to your 
peers regarding their 
strengths in content, 
the information being 
presented.

What should they 
continue to do?

1. I appreciate your choice in  because
(type of information that was presented)

.
(how providing this specific information strengthened their writing)

2. When you said “ ,” it strengthened
(their exact words)

your argument because                                                 .
(why those exact words made a difference)

3. The reader can tell that you
(what message was clearly conveyed)

due to the addition/elaboration of                                .
(details or examples that were provided)

Purpose of the Writing: What are 
they saying?

Did they address the prompt?

What is their argument? Is their 
stance clear?

What information is being 
presented?

What do they want me to know/
learn/agree with?

Do they focus on this argument 
throughout their writing?

Do they discuss any ideas that would 
be considered irrelevant or off topic?

Justification and Reasoning: Do 
they justify their argument or 
explain their reasoning?

Are they providing relevant 
examples or facts or is it all opinion 
based?

Do they offer the most appropriate 
textual evidence for support?

Did they explain their choice in 
textual evidence or examples?

Did they elaborate on anything for 
further understanding?

Content Gaps  
or Room for Growth

Provide specific 
feedback to your 
peers regarding 
gaps or room 
for improvement 
in content, the 
information being 
presented.

How can they take 
this to the next level?

1. Although you incorporated/mentioned
(type of information that was presented)

as a scholar, I would recommend 
(how the choice of information could have been better)

in order to                                                                      .      
(how this information would add to or strengthen the writing)

2. You were clear that  ;
(information that was presented clearly)

however, one might be led to believe 
 (message that goes against the argument or statement)

because you mentioned “                                           .“
(their exact words that may cause confusion)

Figure 5.3 Language Frames for Peer Critiques



Content: 
The “What” Language Frames

Questions to 
Guide Content Review

Structure Strengths

Provide specific 
feedback to your 
peers regarding 
their strengths 
in structure, how 
the information is 
presented.

What should they 
continue to do?

1. The presentation of your argument is
(adjective with a positive connotation)

because .
(structural component that led to this description)

2. I notice that       ,
(strong understanding and use of structural component)

which looks scholarly because .
(why this looks professional)

3. Your choice in language such as “ ” really
(college-bound word or phrase)

 because                                   .
(what it does to the writing) (explanation of why it does this)

How It Looks: What stands out 
right away?

Did they use correct spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation?

Did they indent for new paragraphs 
and use proper spacing?

How It Sounds: When reading out 
loud, what do you notice?

Were there any sections that I 
needed to reread?

Were they consistent with the tense 
of their writing?

(past: –ed / present: –ing / future: 
–will, would)

Did they use the proper verb tense? 
(The dogs jump. vs. The dog jumps.)

Did they repeat any words or 
sentences?

Do any of their ideas seem out of 
order?

When reading, did I run out of 
breath?

Reader Engagement

Did they choose the most scholarly 
language? 

Was the tone of the writing clear?

Structure Gaps or 
Room for Growth

Provide specific 
feedback to your 
peers regarding 
gaps or room for 
improvement in 
structure, how the 
information is being 
presented.

How can they take 
this to the next level?

1. This is a great start; however, by
(action to take for improvement)

in the future, your writing .
(how your writing is affected)

2. I noticed you
(specific statement, or idea of their writing)

and this would look/sound more professional if you were 
to  because 
      (specific action to take)  (the result in their writing    

from  addressing this)

3. As an English scholar, I recommend
(what practice you recommend for writing)

because .
(why this is important for their particular writing)
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