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• define strengths and areas for personal growth,

• set personal learning goals and work toward them,

• monitor their progress and be accountable for their improvement.

LITERACY LEARNING IS THE  
FOUNDATION OF ALL INSTRUCTION

Literacy instruction underpins this discussion as its importance surpasses 
any moral imperative we individually or collectively may have. Literacy 
is freedom and the foundation of democracy. I believe it is every student’s 
right to learn to read, write, do mathematics, and think critically—to 
become a critically literate graduate (see Figure 5.3). These skills must be 
developed and reinforced as students become skilled within 21st-century 
pedagogies such as Collaborative Inquiry, knowledge building, and inte-
grative thinking, discussed in Chapter 6.

Figure 5.2 The Instruction Waterfall Chart
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