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Station Rotation With Video Instruction

Teachers who do not have enough devices for every student to be online at the 
same time can build video content into their Station Rotation lessons. Video can 
be used to frontload information on a topic that will be covered in a subsequent 
class, or it can be used to introduce information they will be asked to apply in 
the next station of the rotation. If teachers want students to watch a video in one 
station and immediately apply it in the next station, they must plan their stations 
strategically so that students are not asked to practice and apply information 
before they watch the video. For example, in Figure 5.2, students are watching 
a video and taking notes in Station 4, and then they are asked to practice and 
apply that new information in Station 5. That requires that in the first rotation 
no students begin in Station 5. Instead, there will only be students in Stations 1 
through 4, and Station 5 will remain empty on the first rotation. That way no 
one is being asked to apply the information they have not had access to yet.

In the second rotation, students move from Station 1 to Station 2, Station 2 to 
Station 3, Station 3 to Station 4, and the students who just finished watching 
the video will move from Station 4 to Station 5 where they will practice and 
apply that new information. Station 1 will be empty on the second rotation. 
This strategy makes it possible to both present new information in a Station 
Rotation lesson and give students time to apply that new information.

Typically, if I am planning to incorporate an in-class flipped video into a 
Station Rotation lesson, I do not run a teacher-led station. Instead, I want to 
be available to coach individual students in Station 5 who are struggling to 
apply the new information that was presented in the video. Alternatively, I 
can spend that time conferencing with students about their goals (Chapter 6), 
conducting side-by-side assessments (Chapter 9), or engaged in grade inter-
views (Chapter 11). If students are engaged in a dynamic Station Rotation 
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FIGURE 5.2 Planning a Station Rotation With Video




