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approaches are the best means by which to teach a government class. What we 

can’t debate, however, is the value of the knowledge gained in each of these 

subject areas. This needs to be affirmed not just with lip service but also in 

how building budgets and professional development sessions are apportioned 

and in how we approach the challenge of getting more kids reading during 

the school day.

QUANTITY STEP 2: GIVE ME A NUMBER

With reading properly framed, we come to a simple question: How many texts 

are your students currently expected to read in the course(s) you teach? Before 

we can explore whether they could be reading more, we simply need to arrive at 

a number. This quantification work is essential because it drags us away from the 

arguments for or against reading across the content areas and plants us firmly 

in simple, useful data. In each course under your purview, how many texts are 

students expected to read? Before we get lost in the quality of those texts or the 

scaffolding around them, we need a number where we can start.

Categorization is helpful here. English teachers, count up novels and poems 

and articles and short stories. Social studies teachers, add together the textbook 

excerpts, other secondary sources, primary documents, and articles you ask your 

students to read. Science teachers, how many journal articles, “science in the 

news” articles, textbook pages, and reports are your students reading? Do your 

best to come up with numbers for any course that you teach. Figure 5.1 shows 

a simple chart I started with my ELA colleagues.

FIGURE 5.1 •  sample Quantification of Texts Read in One of My english 9 Units
Note: It can also be useful to quantify the number of pages read.

TEXT TYPE

Things Fall Apart, by Chinua Achebe novel

“White Man’s Burden,” by Rudyard Kipling poem

“Colonialism’s Effect on the Kuba Kingdom of the Congo,” by 
William Henry Sheppard

primary source

“An Investigation into Congo Colonialism,” by George 
Washington Williams

primary source

“Colonialism in Africa,” excerpted from Africa: An Encyclopedia 
for Students (2002)

secondary source, 
excerpts


