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WHO: Elementary/Middle/High
WHEN: Before, during, or after a lesson
CONTENT AREA(S): Cross-curricular

•	 While lecturing or discussing informational text with students, com-
plete a semantic, concept, or mind map on the board as a visual of how the 
major concepts are related to one another. Have students copy the map in 
their notes as you explain each part. See the sample format in Figure 5.14.

WHO: Elementary/Middle/High
WHEN: During a lesson
CONTENT AREA(S): Cross-curricular

•	 While lecturing or discussing ideas with students, complete a seman-
tic, concept, or mind map on the board to show how the major concepts are 
related to one another. Have students copy the map in their notes as you 
explain each part. The mind map below is completed by participants in my 
workshops as I teach them five ways to grow dendrites, or brain cells, in 
their students’ brains.


