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By co-constructing operating norms and modeling what Accountable 
Talk looks and sounds like for speakers, listeners, and responders, teach-
ers serve the instrumental role of creating and establishing the Third 
Teacher learning environment (see Chapter 1).

For example, teachers use and model

• attentive listening,

• think alouds,

• participation prompts,

• leading conversations,

• justifications of proposals and challenges.

Teachers have students practice these strategies, so they know how 
to own and present their own thoughts and learning and how to reflect 

Figure 5.10  Students’ Voices Must Be Heard More Than Teachers’ 
Voices
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