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PARAPHRASE

________, you’re basically saying ________.

________, I hear you saying _______.

________’s key point is ________.

AGREE & ADD-ON

I agree with what you’re saying and would even add _________.

You’re dead-on, and here’s another reason why: __________.

You nailed it. After all, there’s the additional point that _________.

DISAGREE WITH REASONS

The primary problem with that is _________.

The reason that your statement can’t stand is ________.

I don’t agree because ________.

COMPLICATE

I can see why you’d say that—after all, __________.

But I can also see _________ being true.

Isn’t it more complicated than that, though? I mean, what about ___________?

Do you think you might be missing __________?

FIGURE 4.8 • Paraphrase Plus: A Central Move of great Discussions
Source: Concept derived from Graff and Birkenstein (2014). Special thanks to Erica Beaton for design 
inspiration. Image created by Dave Stuart Jr.

Debate has worn off and we’re ready to start getting better), I actually re-create 

Figure 4.8 by hand in front of students, having them do likewise in their notes. 

I find that this is a more effective way of getting them to think through the 

templates and how they work than if I were to just hand it out to them, and I 

also appreciate the chances it gives me to argue for the value of using patterns of 

speech like this, not just in my class but in life as well. It’s a pretty noncreative 

writing moment in the class when we handwrite the Paraphrase Plus tool but 

an important one nonetheless.

To get them acquainted with Paraphrase Plus, I’ll have them discuss several acces-

sible questions with their table partner, such as “What is the most important of 

the four ‘core’ subjects: math, science, social studies, or English? What is the 

least important?” and as they are doing this I will direct them to paraphrase their 


