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5. Two Groups: One Preteaches, One Teaches Alternative Information

Teachers assign students to one of two groups, based on their readiness levels related to a desig-
nated topic or skill. Students who have limited prior knowledge of the target content or skill  
will be grouped together to receive instruction. The teacher working with that group will have the 
opportunity to prepare students to bridge the gap in their background knowledge.

 Table 4.9  Model 5: Two Groups: One Preteaches, One Teaches Alternative Information

Advantages Challenges

Focused attention may be given to subgroups’ unique 
needs.

It may appear as if two separate classes are being run 
in the same room.

It is ideal for tiered lessons and tasks or other forms of 
differentiated instruction.

The noise level might interfere with information 
processing.

It allows for building vocabulary for one group of 
students and expanding the vocabulary of another.

There are concerns that the time allowed for 
preteaching information might cause some students to 
have a less rigorous curriculum.It allows for building background knowledge.

6. Two Groups: One Reteaches, One Teaches Alternative Information

Teachers assign students to one of two groups, based on their levels of knowledge and skills regard-
ing the designated topic. One teacher will focus on previously presented material and offer the 
group an opportunity for reinforcement. In this flexible grouping arrangement, the group to which 
students are assigned is temporary and relates solely to their knowledge and skills regarding the 
designated topic. As the topic and skills that are addressed change, so does the group composition.

 Figure 4.7  What Does Model 5 Look Like?
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