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The intention is not to choose from a list of questions, but rather 
to pose sets of questions for students to wrestle with as they move 
toward action. Therefore, this should be considered a map of the 
process, rather than a rigid sequence. Second-grade teacher Bethany 
Ford-Robinson used a version of this process to help her students 
address an issue they had learned about through their readings about 
food deserts in some urban communities. But as residents of a small 
town in a sparsely populated area of the country, they recognized 
that their own community was becoming a food desert. “The last 
grocery store in our town closed a few months ago, and now people 
have to make a 30-mile round trip to go to get fresh food,” said the 
teacher. “What we have now is a small convenience store here in 
town, but it mostly sells processed food.”

Her students began the process as a whole class, beginning with a 
chart titled List What We Know (clarifying their understanding).

Figure 4.7 Think-outside-the-box questions.

Speculate
How would you use . . . to . . . ?
Compare . . . and . . .
 with regard to . . . .
What do you think causes . . . ?

Look for Relationships
How does . . . tie in with

what we learned before?
How does . . . affect . . . ?
How are . . . and . . . similar?
What is the difference
 between . . . and . . . ?
How does . . . cause . . . ?Clarify Understanding

What do we already know
 about . . . ?
Explain how . . . ?
Explain why . . . ?
What is the meaning of . . . ?

Make Judgments
What are the strengths and
 weaknesses of . . . ?
Why is . . . important?
What is the best . . . and why?

Think Creatively
What is a new example of . . . ?
What would happen if . . . ?
What are some possible
   solutions to the problem
   of . . . ?
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