
ChaPter FOUr: Argue Purposefully and Often | 123 

FIGURE 4.6 • Argument Tracking Flowchart

Here is what’s going on in Figure 4.6:

• Our debate question is at the top of the page: “Was the USA justified 

to use atomic force on Hiroshima?”

• This was our second time debating the question; the first time 

produced enough poor fruit to make me want to revisit the question 

and add the tracking requirement.

• Each side was assigned a color.

• Each claim was circled.

• Each counterclaim was boxed and linked to the argument it responds 

to with an arrow.

• Each refutation (an attempt at defeating a counterargument) is also 

boxed and linked with an arrow to the counterargument it responds to.

Only new, “additive” argumentation is tracked (Lynn, 2017b). If a student pops 

up and contributes something that repeats a prior argument or goes on an 

unproductive tangent, his or her arguments are not recorded.


