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Teach PVLEGS Early and  
Use It All Year Long

Again, this will be discussed in Chapter 7,  

but it merits stating here that PVLEGS  

makes every speaking assignment better 

and more engaging for all participants. 

Figure 4.5 shows a classroom chart for quick 

reference.

Include a Reflection at the End

I’ve found it educationally profitable to 

save five minutes at the end of a Pop-Up 

Debate for students to quickly write what 

they feel they did well and what they feel 

they need to work on individually, and 

then what we as a class did well and what 

we need to work on collectively. I then ask 

students to share these out, making note of 

them on the board and asking the class to 

vote on which strengths and weaknesses we 

should work on most with our next Pop-Up Debate. This communicates to  

students the collaborative nature of our arguments and the degree  

to which great discussions are always the fruit of great performances by all 

conversants.

Budget Time Wisely

In an ideal world, I would have students conduct a Pop-Up Debate every two 

weeks, resulting in twenty or so pop-up experiences over a school year. In 

doing this, I would be providing them with an unprecedented level of exposure 

with whole-class, structured, argumentative discussions—not because their 

previous teachers are inadequate in any way, but because argument is largely 

undervalued in American education and lost in the noise of the Next Big 

Thing we all need our kids to be doing. (Who needs argument when we can put 

kids on iPads every day!) In reality, I’m often unable to make pop-ups happen 

this often because, as it turns out, it takes time to get every kid talking.  

FIGURE 4.5 • Classroom PVLEgs Chart


