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LEARNING INTENTIONS

Learning Intentions (LIs), shown in Figures 4.5 and 4.6, flow from the 
conversations with students about big ideas and essential questions. LIs 
are derived directly from state standards or curriculum expectations and 
also answer the question, “Why are we learning this?” The LI must make 
sense, be meaningful to students, be purposefully unpacked, and then 
be communicated in student-friendly language. It is a statement of what 
students are learning and why, not what they are doing. Referring back 
to our initial discussions, teachers must also ponder whether and why it 
is worth learning and make that clear to students.

LIs become most meaningful to students when teachers pull 
together several curriculum expectations from across the learning areas. 
Classrooms filled with anchor charts of prompts for students’ use make 
the learning visible for them. Further, in order for students to understand 
why they are learning and what they are learning in the unit of study, 
teachers must deconstruct the words in the LI with their students and 

Figure 4.5  Anchor Charts Support Students in Answering “What 
Am I Learning?” and “How Am I Doing?”

Source: Elaine Lochhead, assistant superintendent, Seine River School Division, Manitoba, 
Canada, 2017.
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