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We ended up with a structure that I called Pop-Up Debate. This is 

all it is:

1. Every student speaks one time minimum to two times 

maximum, depending on time constraints as determined 

by the teacher. (I remove or modify maximums based on 

the needs of each given debate.)

2. To speak, students simply “pop up” at their desks and 

talk. The first person to speak has the floor; in other 

words, the teacher does not serve as the “who spoke 

first?” judge. When multiple students pop up, students 

must practice (and initially, they must be taught) politely 

yielding the floor. Argument is a collaborative endeavor, 

and collaboration isn’t a finger-pointing delivery of “You 

sit down. I was up first.”

Figure 4.4 shows the chart in my classroom.

I’ve found the following resources to 
be particularly helpful for teaching 
argument:

•	 Erik Palmer’s Good Thinking: 
Teaching Argument, Persuasion, 
and Reasoning (2016)

•	 Gerald Graff and Cathy 
Birkenstein’s They Say, I Say: The 
Moves That Matter in Academic 
Writing (2014)

•	 Gerald Graff’s Clueless in Academe: 
How Schooling Obscures the Life of 
the Mind (2003)

•	 Jennifer Fletcher’s Teaching 
Arguments: Rhetorical 
Comprehension, Critique, and 
Response (2015) and in a unique 
style and form

•	 Joe Miller’s Cross-X: The Amazing 
True Story of How the Most Unlikely 
Team from the Most Unlikely 
of Places Overcame Staggering 
Obstacles at Home and at School to 
Challenge the Debate Community 
on Race, Power, and  
Education (2007)

For a full list of the “Dig Deeper” 
titles mentioned in this book, go to 
davestuartjr.com/t6t-list.
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FIGURE 4.4 • Pop-Up Debate Rules Chart


