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Questioning of the commonplace is a habit worthy of building. 
However, the goal is for students to apply this habit to wider read-
ing. Therefore, after raising awareness of issues about the portrayal 
of socioeconomic status, invite students to examine other books in 
the classroom as well as popular magazines, news reports, and adver-
tisements. By this point, they are more skilled at asking questions 
about representations of wealth and power. An observation checklist 
can be found in Figure 4.3 to track student progress in increasingly 
complex texts.

Questioning of the 
commonplace is a habit 
worthy of building. 
However, the goal is for 
students to apply this 
habit to wider reading.

Figure 4.3 Observation checklist for questioning the commonplace in text.

Name: _____________________________   Grade/Subject _______________________________________________________

In reading and critiquing literary and informational texts, does the student . . . ?

Question Date
Name of Text and 

Quantitative/Qualitative 
Level

Student 
Evidence

Identify heroes and villains in a story and tell 
how the behavior of those characters varies from 
archetypal behavior

Identify the roles of men and women and 
recognize how those roles differ from what might 
be expected

Identify ways in which characters treat other 
characters based on gender or sexual-orientation 
stereotypes

Identify ways in which characters treat other 
characters based on racial or ethnic stereotypes

Identify ways in which characters treat other 
characters based on language or religious 
stereotypes

Identify ways in which characters treat other 
characters based on physical, cognitive, or  
mental-health stereotypes

Identify the social and/or economic status of 
characters and recognize how status affects a 
character’s power and how the character is treated 
by others
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