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• ways to articulate how to improve,

• opportunities to demonstrate their personal best—to date—and 
to do this collaboratively within groups, pairs, and on their own.

Figure 4.3 lists the questions that are foundational to clarify during 
the assessment planning process. The answers to these teacher and stu-
dent questions lead teachers to plan using their knowledge of formative 
and summative assessment.

Figure 4.3 Planning With the End in Mind

Teachers Ask Students Ask

1. What are my students expected 
to know and be able to do? 
What can they already do?

(Unpack curriculum expectations)

1. What am I learning?

2. How will I know my students 
are learning?

(Gather the evidence through 
ongoing assessment data 
collection)

2. Why am I learning it?

3. How will I help my students 
learn and respond if they are 
not learning?

(Teach and reteach in a new 
way for some who didn’t get the 
concept)

3. How do I know how I am 
doing?

4. How will I determine the level 
of my students’ learning and 
report on it?

(Ongoing assessment, evaluation, 
and reporting)

4. How can I improve?

5. How does my evaluation inform 
my diagnostic next steps for 
every student?

(Cyclical nature of assessment 
that informs instruction)

5. What are my next steps?




