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• Collaborative Practice: Teachers must willingly and voluntarily engage in all four phases of 
collaborative practice: planning, implementing, assessing instruction, and reflecting on its 
impact on student learning.

• Cross-Cultural and Interpersonal Skills: To effectively co-teach, all involved must pay special 
attention to and further develop their cross-cultural understanding, communication, and 
interpersonal skills.

• Bridging and Building Content Knowledge: Teachers must recognize that ELs may bring 
both limited prior knowledge of the target content areas and a wealth of life experiences 
and other information to their classes. The challenge is to activate such prior knowledge, 
successfully connect it to new learning, or, when needed, effectively build background 
knowledge so students can understand the new content.

• Consistent and Supportive Teacher Behaviors: Teachers must recognize that they are role 
models to their students and are constantly being observed by them. So modeling consis-
tent behavior sends a clear message to all students: Two teachers are in charge and are 
sharing equal responsibilities.

 Figure 4.2  How to Create a Blossoming Co-Teaching Program
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Adapted from Conderman, G., Bresnahan, V., & Pedersen, T. (2009). Purposeful co-teaching: Real cases and effective strategies (p. 16).
Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin.


