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its necessary components. Social-emotional learning and academic learning are 
equally important when we are trying to engage our students.

Ultimately, this will help meet the goal of taking a whole-child approach, 
which means fostering academic and social-emotional growth in our stu-
dents. Instructional leadership is about doing this for all of our students—
and, yes, I’m aware that it is not an easy task.

Fostering a whole-child approach may reduce the number of students 
who feel alienated by our schools and help them meet their full potential. A 
whole-child approach means focusing on the social-emotional, as well as the 
academic, needs of our students.

alienaTiOn

Many times, instructional leadership is about looking for the “why” in each 
situation. Why is it important to focus on social-emotional learning? You may 
already understand the importance, or perhaps you aren’t so sure. In fact, 
when I explore social-emotional learning in my Finding Common Ground blog 
for Education Week, I get a great deal of pushback from non-educators and 
educators alike. Sometimes I am surprised at how much pushback some top-
ics bring, but out of all the topics I write about I get the most pushback when 
I focus on social-emotional learning. The critics do not believe that social-
emotional learning belongs in our schools. I keep blogging about it anyway, 
because this is an important topic, and not all of our students come to school 
prepared mentally and physically for their day.

Figure 4.2  Fostering a Whole-Child Approach to Learning
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